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What is the French Oceanographic Fleet (https://www.flotteoceanographique.fr/en/)

• Born as a Very Large Research Infrastructure in 2018
• Directed by the Oceanographic Fleet Management 

(Ifremer/DFO)

• Since 2020, it includes:

 6 deep-sea/mid-shore vessels from IPEV, Ifremer
(Marion Dufresne, Pourquoi Pas?, L’Atalante, Thalassa, Antea, Alis)

 5 coastal ships from Ifremer
(L’Europe, Thalia, Côtes de la Manche, Tethys II and Haliotis)

 7 research station ships from academic institutions (CNRS, universities, …)
(Antedon II (Marseilles), Sepia II (Wimereux), Nereis (Port-Vendres), 
Neomysis (Roscoff), Albert Lucas (Brest), Planula IV (Arcachon) and 
Sagitta III (Nice))

 5 Deep-water submersible vehicles
(Nautile, Victor 6000, AtserX, Idef, Ariane)

 Mobile equipment
(seismic systems, deep sea coring, underwater cameras, etc…)
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The French Oceanographic Fleet Stakeholders

Fleet coordinators (Ifremer/DFO)

National Fleet commissions
(CNF)

Information system
Ifremer/SISMER)

Ship operator (Genavir)

Scientific community/
Data dissemination

Chief scientists



DFO
Genavir
Scientific team
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The cruise management system (SGC)

The SGC is a workflow, managed by a software, which allows the overall management 
of an oceanographic cruise from calls for tenders to the cruise valorization:

Responses
To calls for 
tenders

Evaluation
of each
response

Scheduling of 
selected
Cruises

Preparation
of the 
Cruises

Operation
of the 
Cruises

Production 
of reports

Valorisation
for post-
evaluation

Use of SeaDataNet vocabularies Lists
(vessels, geographical locations, parameters, instruments, etc…)

Scientific team
Information 

system
DFO

National 
Commitees

DFO
Genavir
Scientific team

Scientific team
Genavir

Scientific 
team

DFO
Information
System

Scientific team
DFO
Information

System
National 

Commitees

SDN vocabulary lists
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The cruise catalogue (https://campagnes.flotteoceanographique.fr/)

Ifremer/SISMER has been in charge for a long time of:
• archiving (guarantee of no loss of data)
• banking (guarantee of description and access to data that have passed quality 

control) data acquired on board Ifremer research vessels

Today, it has extended its practices to the other vessels of the fleet. Thanks to an 
efficient partnership with Ifremer’s ship operator, all acquired data are now
transmitted to SISMER wihtin 2 months after each oceanographic cruise.

Today, SISMER database contains more than 9300 cruises and succesfully feeds the 
single access portal developed in 2018: the cruise catalogue – real hub of access to all 
information related to the oceanographic cruises:
• Cruise Summary Reports
• Digital Object Identifier
• Associated publications /reports /results
• Description of acquired data/sampling operations, dives, morings, videos … 

SDN vocabulary lists
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The french research vessels management: an opportunity for harmonized data

The unification of the french research vessels within the FOF has been an 
opportunity to unify the management of french oceanographic cruises and 
their associated data. 

The use of common vocabulary repositories established at the European 
level is an essential step to contribute to the application of the FAIR 
principles -Findability, Accessibility, Interoperability and Reusability- to the 
french data.



Anny questions/comments/remarks ?

cecile.pertuisot@ifremer.fr
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