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Introduction

• The importance of social and economic 

data

•The current picture in the UK

• Improving social and economic data 

management
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Why is marine social and 

economic data important?
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Why do we need good social  and economic data?

•As a result of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive and UK 

legislation (e.g. the Marine and Coastal  Act 2009); 

�Organisations have been tasked with marine spatial planning. 

�A Marine Policy Statement has been produced.

•Marine planning aims to sustainably manage the marine and 

coastal environment, through balancing activities, resources and 

assets.

•This process must “benefit society as a whole”.

•Marine planning requires a good evidence base to help avoid 

negative impacts on social and economic ventures.



Marine social and economic 

data in the UK – the current 

picture
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•At present large amount of 

social and economic data exists 

in the UK. 

BUT...

•This data is not heavily utilised 

and when it is, usage is patchy.

•Charting Progress 2 (2010) was 

the first review in the UK to 

include a dedicated chapter on 

marine social and economic data.
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Marine social and economic data management in 

the UK - the current situation



www.mba.ac.uk

Marine social and economic data management in 

the UK - the current situation

So why isn’t this data being utilised?

•Initiatives such as Valuing Nature Network and the UK 

NEA have highlighted the need for data and information 

management within the social and economic sector. 
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There is no marine-specific social and 

economic data archiving centre currently built 

into the UK marine data management 

structure.

One of the key issues faced marine planning 

organisations is to address this lack of cohesion 

and coordination in the management and 

accessibility of marine social and economic 

datasets.



Improving marine social and 

economic data management
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Who is responsible for improving the situation?

• Marine data management in the UK is coordinated by
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“Measure once use many 

times”

www.oceannet.org



•MEDIN have been working 

alongside the marine planning 

organisations to improve the 

situation. 

How? ….
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Projects

• Numerous projects have been completed.  A full list of 

evidence projects to date can be found at:

http://marinemanagement.org.uk/evidence/documents/evidence

register.pdf

• Social and economic data and tools review

• South coast recreational activity mapping

• VALMER (valuing marine ecosystem services in 

Europe) project



Marine Management 
Organisation

social and economic data 
and tools review

www.mba.ac.uk



Social and economic data and tools review

•Initial assessment

•Scoping study

•Data catalogue

•A baseline study
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Tools review

•Several tools exist which incorporate 

social and economic data into decision 

making.

•This review focused 

on these tools, and 

identified gaps in 

the current tools 

suite and made 

recommendations 

for future research.



Data Review - Data and metadata catalogue

•Collation of UK marine datasets containing social or economic 

information.

•Entered into an Excel spread sheet formatted using INSPIRE 

compliant metadata elements.

•http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk/evidence/documents/Catalogue_of_marine_

socio-economic_data_2012.xls
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The data catalogue consists of 391 

datasets 

- 243 of which had location 

information.

covering a wide range of social and 

economic datasets.  

Around a third of these datasets are 

available online.
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Data review
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•Data are held by a large number of 

disparate data holders.

•Difficulty tracking updates to data 

owners and information.

•Lack of availability of information for 

metadata.  Leading to non-

MEDIN/INSPIRE compliance.

•Poor spatial and temporal records, and 

lack of protocols.

•No existing keywords.

Data review - issues
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Data review - recommendations

• Develop and promote a detailed action plan for marine 

social and economic data

•Improve communication between scientists and marine 

managers
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•Improve data management and 

access

•Develop and promote metadata 

guidelines and standards 

•Develop a set of keywords

•Address gaps in the data   



Marine Management 
Organisation

South coast recreational 
activity mapping
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MMO - South coast recreational activity 

mapping

In December 2012 the MMO funded a project titled 

“Compilation of spatial data on marine recreation 

activities: Phase 2” to Marine Planning Consultants 

(MPC).

Project aims;

•Gap fill spatial data for the South coast marine plan

•Hold stakeholder consultation workshops

•Develop tools to aid future data gathering
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New data guideline
•Development of tools to assist future data collection and sharing is 

a crucial part of this contract.

•A new data guideline for recreational data has been developed. 
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Heading Requirement Description
Purpose Optional An explanation of why these data were 

gathered. For what project/reason? Details 
should be provided regarding the project 
name/title, the date period over which the 
project was conducted and any related 
resources, be they a project website or 
report.

Driver Optional Category(ies) into which dataset purpose 
might fall, as defined from the specified list 
(right). More information can be found in 
the guidance document.

Spatial Data 
Parameters

Description Why is this location of significance? i.e. 
Why survey here? See supporting 
document



VALMER
valuing marine ecosystem 

services in Europe
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VALMER

•11 partners
•€4.7 million project

•UK and French partnered project
Aims: 

“To examine how improved marine ecosystem 
services assessment can support effective 
and informed marine management and 
planning” 
www.valmer.eu/

www.mba.ac.uk



Work packages

•Work Package 1 – Assessing and 

valuing marine ecosystems

•Work Package 2 – Developing data 

support for VALMER

•Work Package 3 – Building scenarios 

for ecosystem service valuation

•Work Package 4 – Applying 

ecosystem service valuations to 

improve marine planning and 

management

•Work Package 5 – Communication 

and stakeholder engagement
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Improving marine social and economic data 

within VALMER

VALMER provides a platform to develop and test new 

data management guidelines and ideas.  

Current outputs:

•New specific vocabularies covering:
�Governance designations

�Governance objectives

�Monitoring of activities and pressures

�Environmental pressures

�Human activities

•Workshops for best practice in social and economic data 

management, and best practice documentation.
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These lists are  currently being 
developed alongside the EU 
MSFD pressures group.



Vocabulary lists
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Two vocabularies;

•M05: MEDIN socio-economic 

governance objective 

categories

•M06: MEDIN monitoring 

activity categories

•Published and available 

as a BODC controlled 

vocabulary for use in 

MEDIN metadata.

•Also available through 

SeaDataNet 

infrastructure.
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Summary

Marine social and economic data management practices 

in the UK are improving.

This forward momentum is being the result of four 

extremely important drivers;

Marine planning

Marine Conservation Zone monitoring

Ecosystem services valuation needs

Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Work currently taking place in the UK provides a platform 

for continued improvement and modernisation of social 

and economic data management practices.



Thank you for listening
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