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International Council for the Exploration of 

the Sea (ICES)

• 20 member countries

• 4000 scientist 

• 300 institutes

• 160 working/expert groups



Working Group on Oceanic Hydrography 

(WGOH)

• WGOH closely monitors the oceanographic 

conditions in the ICES region (North Atlantic) 

by updating and reviewing the results from 

standard hydrographic sections and stations.



Sections / Stations



ICES Report on Ocean Climate (IROC)

• The material presented at the WGOH 

meetings each year is consolidated and 

published in the annual ICES Report on Ocean 

Climate (IROC).



• With the IROC, the Working Group analyses 

multiple time-series in a consistent way to give an 

overview of the state-of-the-environment in the 

North Atlantic that includes:

– North Atlantic climate headlines

– Summary of upper ocean conditions

– The North Atlantic Atmosphere

– Detailed area descriptions, part I: The upper ocean

– Detailed area descriptions, part II: The deep ocean



North Atlantic climate headlines



Summary of upper ocean conditions



Detailed area descriptions, part I:

The upper ocean



Detailed area descriptions, part I:

The upper ocean



IROC on the web

http://ocean.ices.dk/iroc







Next

• Allow for changing the reference period in the 
annual and monthly plots and changing the 
reference year in the monthly plots.

• Add gridded fields onto the map

• Other expert groups like WGZE

• Eco system overviews / based advise



Thanks for your attention


